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The importance of carrying out a pre-use 
inspection on all work equipment cannot be 
over emphasised. Both PUWER and LOLER 
require users of work and lifting equipment 
to carry out a pre-use inspection. The manu-
facturers of MEWPs list the pre-use inspec-
tions relevant to the machine in the opera-
tors’ handbook, which is supplied with the 
machine.

MEWPs, like all machines, can develop faults. 
The environment in which they are used 
may also affect their operation. The pre-use 
inspection can identify faults before they 
develop into a safety related issue. 
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Checks should be carried out by the user prior to operating the machine. Refer
to the handbook for the list of checks, which will include operation of the
controls. Checks should be recorded on a pre-formed sheet, signed, dated and
stored appropriately before any work starts. Any faults found shouldbe reported
to the supervisor /  manager and the rental company so that they can arrange 
for the necessary repairs to be carried out.

Before a MEWP is used, a check of the safety systems and all functions should 
be carried out to ensure that the equipment is working correctly. At the same 
time the machine should be checked for obvious signs of damage or wear and
tear.Information gathered from incidents suggests that pre-use inspections are
often overlooked or totally ignored by those using MEWPs. Pre-use inspections
not only fulfil a legal requirement but are also a simple effective safety measure
that could prevent an accident.



To find out more about how we can help you with all your Work at  Height needs; hiring, 
training or buying powered access visit our  website www.accessrental-gulf.com

Pre-use inspection could prevent a serious or fatal injury happening in your 
workplace.
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